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The Diva Mummy
Friday, February 27, 2009

(51 min, 2004),6:30 - 7:30 PM

THE DIVA MUMMY invites viewers to ponder one of forensic archacology's greatest mysteries: how several bod-
ies buried in southern China over 2,000 years ago are the best preserved ancient human remains ever found?

The story of THE DIVA MUMMY begins with the discovery of the saponified body of Lady Dai, née Xin Zhui,a
noble woman who died around 168 B.CE. Her magificent tomb was discovered in the 19705 as the result of
salvage archacology by construction workers at Mawangdui in the southern province of Hunan.

Her tomb was filled with precious and wonderful objects, the tomb told a lfe lived in wealth and luxury. But it
was her body itself, rather than the objects that surrounded it, that has astounded the world's scientists.

“The body of Lady Dai s arguably the best preserved ancient human ever found. It was asif she had died very re-
cently,despite being entombed for over two millennia

How did these ancient morticians achieve such a level of preservation? And did they, whether by accident or





THE DIVA MUMMY

Film Screening sponsored by the Chinese Language Programme

DC2-200, Monday, 6 June， 6-8 pm 

Discussion with Director after screening

THE DIVA MUMMY invites viewers to ponder one of forensic archaeology’s greatest mysteries: how several bodies buried in southern China over 2,000 years ago are the best preserved ancient human remains ever found?

The story of THE DIVA MUMMY begins with the discovery of the saponified body of Lady Dai, nee Xin Zhui, a noble woman who died around 168 B.C.E. Her magnificent tomb was discovered in the 1970s as the result of salvage archeology by construction workers at Mawangdui in the southern province of Hunan. Filled with precious and wonderful objects, the tomb told a life lived in wealth and luxury. But was her body itself, rather than the objects that surrounded it, that has astounded the world’s scientists. The body of Lady Dai is arguably the best preserved ancient human ever found. It was as if she had died very recently, despite being entombed for over two millennia. Her skin and internal organs were still soft and flexible, her hair was intact and there was still blood in her veins.

How did these ancient morticians achieve such a level of preservation? And did they, whether by accident or design, have a recipe for eternal life? Award-winning documentary producer and director, Steve Talley, will introduce the film and speak about his experience producing the film.  Resident Scholar and Director of Arts and Culture at China Institute, Dr. Hsin-Mei Agnes Hsu, will also join the discussion. 
Refreshments will be served. We ask for a donation of $1 to cover the cost. If interested, please RSVP to ho@un.org.
Over 20 participants of our China Study Programme in 2009 had the opportunity to visit the Hunan Provincial Museum in Changsha and saw the Diva Mummy in person. 

